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The Placer County Board of Education (County Board) is guided by the intent of the Legislature that charter schools are and
should become an integral part of the California educational system and that the establishment of quality charter schools in
Placer County should be encouraged. The Board believes that charter schools provide one opportunity to implement school-
level reform and to support innovations which improve student learning and enable students to become motivated, competent
lifelong learners. In considering any petition to establish a charter school within its jurisdiction, the County Board shall give
thoughtful consideration to the ability of the charter school to provide students with a high-quality education that enables
them to achieve to their fullest potential.

A petition to establish a charter school shall be submitted directly to the County Board in either of the following circumstances:

1. When the petition seeks to establish a charter program that will serve students who would otherwise receive direct
education and related services from the county office of education (COE) (Education Code 47605.5)

2. When the petition seeks to establish a charter program that will serve as a countywide charter school, to provide
instructional services that are not generally provided by the COE (Education Code 47605.6)

The County Board may also consider granting a charter school petition that was previously denied by the governing board of a
school district within the County Board's jurisdiction, in accordance with BP 0420.44 - Appeals of District Decisions Regarding
Charter Schools.

The County Board may consider the County Superintendent’s analysis and recommendations regarding the completeness of a
charter petition, any concerns that should be addressed by petitioners, any proposed arrangement to provide COE services to

the charter school,
and the potential development of memoranda of understanding (MOUs) to clarify financial and operational arrangements.

Required Petition Signatures

To be considered by the County Board, a charter petition must be signed by either of the following: (Education Code 47605,

47605.5, 47605.6)
1. A number of parents/guardians equivalent to at least one-half of the number of students that the charter school

estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation



2. A number of teachers equivalent to at least one-half of the total number of teachers that the charter school estimates
will be employed at the school during its first year of operation
The petition shall include a prominent statement explaining that a parent/guardian's signature means the parent/guardian is
meaningfully interested in having a child attend the charter school, or a teacher's signature means that the teacher is
meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

A petition that calls for an existing public school to be converted to a County Office charter school must also be signed by at
least 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the school. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

Components of the Charter Petition

All charter petitions shall comply with the applicable requirements of Education Code 47605 or 47605.6, other state and federal
laws, and County Board policies. A copy of the proposed charter shall be attached to the petition. (Education Code 47605,
47605.6)

The charter petition shall include affirmations of the conditions described in Education Code 47605(e) or 47605.6(e) as
applicable, as well as reasonably comprehensive descriptions of: (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

1. The educational program of the proposed school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom the school is
attempting to educate, what it means to be an "educated person" in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. The
goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling students to become self-motivated, competent,
and lifelong learners.

2. The charter school's annual goals for all students and for each numerically significant subgroup of students identified
pursuant to Education Code 52052, including ethnic subgroups, socioeconomically disadvantaged students, English
learners, students with disabilities, foster youth, and homeless students. These goals shall be aligned with the state
priorities listed in Education Code 52060 that apply to the grade levels served. The petition also shall describe specific
annual actions to achieve those goals. The petition may include additional priorities established by the charter school,
goals aligned with those priorities, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals.

If the proposed charter school will serve high school students, the petition shall describe the manner in which the
school will inform parents/guardians about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility
of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable, and courses approved by the University of
California or the California State University as creditable under the "A-G" admissions criteria may be considered to meet
college entrance requirements.

3. The measurable student outcomes identified for use by the charter school.

Student outcomes mean the extent to which all students of the school demonstrate that they have attained the skills,
knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the school's educational program, including outcomes that address
increases in student academic achievement both schoolwide and for each numerically significant subgroup of students
served by the charter school. The student outcomes shall align with the state priorities identified in Education Code
52066 that apply for the grade levels served by the charter school.

4. The method by which student progress in meeting the identified student outcomes is to be measured. To the extent
practicable, the method for measuring student outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way
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11.

information is reported on a school accountability report card.

. The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the process to be followed by the school to

ensure parent/guardian involvement.

. The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter school.

. The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and safety of students and staff, including the

following requirements:

a. Each charter school employee shall furnish the school with a criminal record summary as described in Education
Code 44237.

b. The charter school shall develop a school safety plan which includes the topics listed in Education Code 32282(a)
(2)(A)-(K) and when serving any students in grades 7-12, the protocol required in 32282(a)(2)(L)...

c. The charter school's safety plan shall be reviewed and updated by March 1 each year.

. The means by which the charter school will achieve a balance of racial and ethnic students, special education students,

and English learner students, including redesignated fluent English proficient students, that is reflective of the general
population residing within the COE's territorial jurisdiction.

. Admission policies and procedures in accordance with Education Code 47605(e) and 47605.6(e), including procedures

for determining enrollment when the number of applicants exceeds the school's capacity.

The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, which shall employ generally accepted
accounting principles, and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the County
Board's satisfaction.

The procedures by which students can be suspended or expelled for disciplinary reasons or otherwise involuntarily
removed for any reason, including, an explanation of how the charter school will comply with federal and state
constitutional procedural and substantive due process requirements as specified in Education Code 47605.

Such procedures shall contain a clear statement that no student shall be involuntarily removed by the charter school for
any reason unless written notice of the intent to remove the student is given to the student's parent/guardian at least
five school days before the effective date of the removal. In the case of a homeless student or foster youth, the notice
shall be given to the student's educational rights holder. Additionally, a foster youth's attorney and county social worker,
and an Indian child's tribal social worker, and if applicable, the county social worker shall be given such notice.

The notice shall inform the student, the student's parent/guardian, and any other specified individual, as applicable, of
the right to initiate a hearing as described in Education Code 47605, before the effective date of the removal. The notice
shall be provided in the student's, parent/guardian's, or other applicable person's language, and if such hearing is
initiated, shall include the student's right to remain enrolled in the charter school until a final decision is made by the
charter school.

In addition, the procedures shall contain a statement pertaining to the provision of homework assignments to
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suspended students as specified in Education Code 47606.2.

Such procedures shall also include processes by which the charter school will notify the County Superintendent of the
student's last known address and, upon request, provide the student's cumulative record when a student is expelled or
leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason. In addition, the procedures
shall describe the means by which the County Office can contact the charter school if the student is subsequently

expelled or leaves without graduating or completing the school year for any reason.

Involuntarily removed means disenrolled, dismissed, transferred, or terminated, but does not include suspensions.
(Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

The manner by which staff members of the charter school will be covered by the State Teachers' Retirement System, the
Public Employees' Retirement System, or federal social security.

The public school attendance alternatives for students who choose to not attend the charter school.

A description of the rights of any employee upon leaving County Office employment to work in the charter school and
of any rights of return to the County Office after employment at the charter school.

The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the County Board to resolve disputes relating to charter
provisions.

A declaration as to whether the charter school will be deemed the exclusive public school employer of the school's
employees for purposes of collective bargaining under Government Code 3540-3549.3.

Consistent with 5 CCR 11962, the procedures to be used if the charter school closes, including, but not limited to:

a. Designation of a responsible entity to conduct closure-related activities including a communication plan

b. Notification to parents/guardians, employees, the County Board, the special education local plan area in which
the charter school participates, the retirement systems in which the school's employees participate, and the
California Department of Education (CDE), providing at least the following information:

i. The effective date of the closure

ii. The name(s) and contact information of the person(s) to whom reasonable inquiries may be made
regarding the closure

iii. The students' districts of residence

iv. The manner in which parents/guardians may obtain copies of student records, including specific
information on completed courses and credits that meet graduation requirements



c. Provision of a list of students at each grade level, the classes they have completed, and their districts of
residence to the responsible entity designated in accordance with Item #17a above

d. Transfer and maintenance of all student records, all state assessment results, and any special education records
to the responsible entity designated in accordance with Item #17a above, except for records and/or assessment
results that the charter may require to be transferred to a different entity

e. Transfer and maintenance of personnel records in accordance with applicable law

f. Completion of an independent final audit within six months after the closure of the charter school that may
function as the annual audit, which includes an assessment of the disposition of any restricted funds received by
or due to the school and an accounting of all financial assets and liabilities pursuant to 5 CCR 11962

g. Disposal of any net assets remaining after all liabilities of the charter school have been paid or otherwise
addressed pursuant to 5 CCR 11962

h. Completion and filing of any annual reports required pursuant to Education Code 47604.33

a. Identification of funding for the activities identified in Item #17a-h above

Charter school petitioners shall provide information to the County Board regarding the proposed operation and potential
effects of the school, including, but not limited to: (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

1. The facilities to be used by the charter school, including where the school intends to locate

2. The manner in which administrative services of the charter school are to be provided

3. Potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the charter school and the County Office

Financial statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including start-up costs and cash-flow and financial
projections for the first three years of operation. If the charter school is to be operated by or as a nonprofit public benefit
corporation, the names and relevant qualifications of all persons whom Authorization of County Charters of all persons whom
the petitioner nominates to serve on the governing body of the charter school and all other information as required in
Superintendent Regulation 0420.4, Authorization of County Charter Schools

Location of Charter School

A charter petition submitted directly to the County Board may only establish charter school operations within the geographical
boundaries of the County Board's jurisdiction. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within those
geographic boundaries as long as each location is identified in the petition. This requirement does not apply to charter schools
that provide instruction exclusively to juvenile court school students or that provide instruction exclusively in partnership with
certain other federal, state, or county programs exempted by Education Code 47605.1 such as Workforce Innovation and
Opportunity Act (WOIA) and California Conservation Corps (CCC). (Education Code 47605, 47605.1)

Approval of Petition



Within 60 days of the receipt of the charter petition, the County Board shall hold a public hearing on the provisions of the
charter, at which time the County Board shall consider the level of support for the petition by County Office teachers or its
other employees, parents/guardians, and, for a proposed countywide charter school, the school district(s) where the charter
school petitioner proposes to place school facilities. A petition is deemed received on the day the petitioner submits a petition
to the County Office, along with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be complete. (Education Code
47605, 47605.6)

The County Board shall either grant or deny the petition at a public hearing held within 90 days of receiving the petition, or
within 120 days with the consent of both the petitioner and the County Board. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

At least 15 days before the public hearing at which the County Board will grant or deny the charter, the County Board shall
publish all staff recommendations, including the recommended findings, regarding the petition. During the public hearing,
petitioners shall have equal time and opportunity to present evidence and testimony to respond to the staff recommendations
and findings. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

The hearing shall be audio or video recorded and transcribed in order to maintain an accurate record of the proceedings and
the findings upon which the County Board's decision is based.

A petition for a County Office charter school shall be granted only if the County Board is satisfied that doing so is consistent
with sound educational practice and with the interests of the community in which the school is proposing to locate. The County
Board shall consider the academic needs of the students the school proposes to serve. (Education Code 47605)

In granting charter petitions, the County Board shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide
comprehensive learning experiences to academically low-achieving students according to CDE standards. (Education Code
47605, 47605.6)

Prior to authorizing any charter, the County Board shall determine if the charter includes adequate processes and measures for
monitoring the terms of its charter and for complying with applicable laws, Including the public transparency laws listed in
Education Code 47604.1. Such processes and measures shall include the reports submitted to the charter board, the County
Board, and the County Superintendent required in Education Code 47604.33, and annual reports submitted to the charter
board, County Board, and the County Superintendent, on the achievement and progress of students in its educational program.

Upon County Board approval of any charter petition, it is the responsibility of the petitioners to provide written notice of the
approval, including a copy of the petition, to the Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI), the State Board of Education (SBE),
and, if the petition is for a countywide charter school, the school districts in the county. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6)

Charter schools approved by the County Board shall operate under the provisions of their respective charters, the relevant
policies and procedures of the County Board, and applicable state and federal laws.

All charters initially approved by the County Board shall be for a specified term of no more than five years. (Education Code
47607)

Denial of Petition

The County Board shall deny any charter petition that proposes to:

1. Operate a charter school as or by a for-profit corporation, a for-profit educational management organization, or a for-
profit charter management organization (Education Code 47604)



2. Convert a private school to a charter school (Education Code 47602)

3.

Offer nonclassroom-based instruction unless permitted by law. (Education Code 47612.7)

In addition, the County Board shall deny a petition for a countywide charter, and may deny a petition serving County Office

students or a petition on appeal, if the County Board makes written factual findings specific to the petition to support one or
more of the following: (Education Code 47605, 47605.6; 5 CCR 11967.5)

1.

The charter school presents an unsound educational program that presents a likelihood of physical, educational, or
psychological harm to, or which is not likely to provide an educational benefit for the students who attend the school.

. The petitioners are unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition.

. The petition does not contain the required signatures as described in the section "Required Petition Signatures" above.

. The petition does not contain a clear, unequivocal statement described in Education Code 47605(e) or 47605.6(e), as

applicable, including that the charter school will be nonsectarian and that the school shall not charge tuition or
discriminate against any student based on the characteristics specified in Education Code 220.

. The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of the charter provisions in Education Code 47605

or 47605.6 as described in the section "Components of the Charter Petition" above.

. The petition does not contain a declaration of whether the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public

employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act.

. The non-countywide charter school is demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of the entire community in which the

school is proposing to locate. Analysis of this finding shall include consideration of the fiscal impact of the proposed
non-countywide charter school. A written factual finding shall detail specific facts and circumstances that analyze and
consider the following factors:

a. The extent to which the proposed charter school would substantially undermine existing services, academic
offerings, or programmatic offerings

b. Whether the proposed charter school would duplicate a program currently offered by the County Office, when
the existing program has sufficient capacity for the students proposed to be served within reasonable proximity
to where the charter school intends to locate

The County Office is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the proposed non-countywide charter school. The County
Board shall only make this finding if the COE has a qualified interim certification and the County Superintendent, in consultation
with the County Office Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team (FCMAT), certifies that approving the charter would
result in the COE having a negative interim certification, or if the COE has a negative certification, or is under state receivership.

8.

Unlike the denial of a countywide charter school petition, a petition to establish a charter school serving County Office
students that is denied by the County Board may be appealed to SBE within 180 days of the denial. (Education Code
47605; 5 CCR 11967)

Additional Requirements for Countywide Charters



In addition to the requirements described above, the following conditions apply to countywide charter school petitions:
(Education Code 47605.6)

1. The County Board shall only consider a petition for a countywide charter if each of the school districts where the
petitioner proposes to operate a facility has received at least 30 days' notice of the intent to operate a charter school.

2. An existing public school may not be converted to a countywide charter school.

3. The County Board shall only approve a petition for a countywide charter if it finds that the charter school will provide
educational services to a student population that will benefit from those services, and the petition includes a
reasonable justification why its students cannot be served as well by a charter school that operates in only one school
district in the county.

4. In addition to the components described in the section "Components of the Charter Petition" above, the County Board
may require any elements that it considers necessary to the sound operation of a countywide charter school.

5. In addition to the reasons specified in the section "Denial of Petition" above, a countywide petition may be denied for
any other basis that the County Board finds justifies the denial.

Memoranda of Understanding

The County Board may collaborate with the County Superintendent or designee, and/or with the County Board's designated
representative contracted or employed pursuant to Education Code 1042, to develop one or more MOUs with the charter
school to clarify financial and operational arrangements, such as how and when the charter school will establish governing
bylaws, policies, and procedures or implement additional requirements that the County Board considers necessary for the
sound operation of a charter school. Any such MOU shall be reviewed by the County Board and the charter school governing
body and be amended as necessary.

Policy Reference Disclaimer:
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority for the board to
enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy.
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The County Board recognizes its ongoing responsibility to oversee any charter school authorized by the County Board, to ensure
that the charter school is successfully fulfilling the terms of its charter and is providing a high-quality educational program for
students enrolled in the charter school.

Designated Charter School Contact

The County Board shall identify a contact person for each charter school authorized by the County Board. The contact may be
the County Superintendent or designee or another person employed or contracted by the County Board pursuant to Education
Code 1042. (Education Code 47604.32)

The County Board may appoint a representative to serve as a director on any charter school board authorized to operate as a
nonprofit, public benefit corporation.

The County Board or its designated representative may inspect or observe any part of the charter school at any time. At least
once each year, the County Board’s designated representative shall visit each charter school under its authority. (Education
Code 47604.32, 47607)

Waivers

If the charter school wishes to request a general waiver of any applicable state law or regulation applicable to it, it shall request
that the County Board submit a general waiver request to the State Board of Education (SBE) on its behalf. If the County Board
approves such a request, the County Board shall ask the County Superintendent or designee to submit the waiver request to
SBE on behalf of the charter school.

Charges for Provision of Services to a Charter School

The County Board may charge up to one percent of a charter school's revenue for the actual costs of supervisorial oversight of
the school. However, if the charter school is able to obtain substantially rent-free facilities from the county office of education
(COE), the County Board may charge up to three percent of the charter school's revenue for actual costs of supervisorial
oversight. (Education Code 47613)



A charter school may separately purchase administrative or other services from the COE or any other source, in accordance
with law. (Education Code 47613)

Material Revisions to Charter

Material revisions to a charter may only be made with County Board approval. Considerations of approval of material revisions
shall be governed by the same standards and criteria that apply to petitions for the authorization of charter schools as set forth
in Education Code 47605 and shall include, but are not limited to, a reasonably comprehensive description of any new
requirement for charter schools enacted into law after the charter was originally granted or last renewed. (Education Code
47607)

The County Board shall determine whether a proposed change in charter school operations would constitute a material revision
of the approved charter.

If an approved charter school proposes to expand operations to one or more additional seat-based sites, nonclassroom-based
satellite facilities, or grade levels, whether concurrently with or unrelated to a renewal, the charter school shall request a
material revision to its charter and shall notify the County Board of those additional locations or grade levels. The County Board
shall consider approval of the additional locations or grade levels at an open, public meeting. (Education Code 47605, 47605.6,
47607)

Other examples of changes that may be considered by the Board to be material revisions to a charter petition include, but are
not limited to:

1. Changes in admission preferences and/or targeted student populations

2. Significant Changes in the content of the educational program such as switching from an art-focused program to a
STEM focused program

3. Significant Changes in the delivery of the educational program such as from nonclassroom-based instruction to seat-
based instruction

4. Changes in the legal status of the charter school

5. Changes in the governance structure of the charter organization such as by moving in or out of a Charter Management
Organization (CMO)

6. Changes in the number of sites or grade levels served
7. Significant changes in enrollment as projected in the charter petition
8. Significant changes in revenue or expenditures as projected in the charter petition

Pursuant to Education Code 47605, the County Board may deny a request to expand operations if it finds that the proposed
expansion would render the charter school demonstrably unlikely to serve the interests of the entire community in which the
school is located or proposes to locate. In making this finding, the County Board shall consider all of the following: (Education
Code 47605)

1. The fiscal impact of the proposed expansion on the COE

2. The extent to which the expansion would substantially undermine existing services, academic offerings, or
programmatic offerings



3. Whether the expansion would duplicate a program currently offered within the COE that has sufficient capacity for the
students proposed to be served

Additionally, pursuant to Education Code 47605, the County Board may deny a request to expand operations if it finds that the
COE is not positioned to absorb the fiscal impact of the proposed charter school expansion. The County Board shall only make
this finding if the COE has a qualified interim certification and the County Superintendent, in consultation with the County
Office Fiscal Crisis and Management Assistance Team (FCMAT), certifies that approving the charter would result in the COE
having a negative interim certification, or if the COE has a negative certification, or is under state receivership. Charter schools
proposing a material revision in a county office that satisfies any one of these three conditions above shall be subject to a
rebuttable presumption of denial.

Material revisions to a petition for reasons other than adding additional sites or grades levels may not be denied for not serving
the interest of the entire community where the school proposes to operate or because of a fiscal impact that the County Office
could not absorb.

Monitoring Charter School Performance

The County Board has the responsibility to ensure that the charter school complies with producing and providing the Board
with all the reports required of charter schools in accordance with Education Code 47604.32.

The County Board shall annually receive information from the charter to determine whether each school, both schoolwide and
for all numerically significant student subgroups of students served by the school as defined in Education Code 52052, is
achieving the measurable student outcomes set forth in its charter. This determination shall be based on the measures
specified in the approved charter and any applicable memorandum of understanding (MOU), and on the charter school's
annual review and assessment of its progress toward the goals and actions identified in its local control and accountability plan
(LCAP). The County Board will support each charter school through the provision of a reporting template which shall document
each school’s progress towards achieving measurable student outcomes, and the school’s progress towards renewal.

The County Board has the responsibility to monitor the fiscal condition of each charter school based on financial information
obtained from the charter school, including, but not limited to, the charter school's preliminary budget, LCAP and annual

update of the school's LCAP, first and second interim financial reports, and final unaudited report for the full prior year.
(Education Code 47604.32, 47604.33, 47606.5)

When monitoring related to the fiscal condition of the charter school is conducted by the County Board's designated
representative, the representative shall report to the County Board at the first available County Board meeting.

Technical Assistance/Intervention

Whenever a charter school is identified for technical assistance based on the performance of one or more numerically
significant student subgroups on SBE-established criteria, the charter school shall receive technical assistance from a COE
identified as a geographic lead agency or its designee. Such technical assistance shall be focused on building the charter
school's capacity to develop and implement actions and services responsive to student and community needs, including, but
not limited to, any of the following: (Education Code 47607.3)

1. Assisting the charter school to identify its strengths and weaknesses in regard to the state priorities applicable to the
charter school pursuant to Education Code 47605. This shall include working collaboratively with the charter school to
review performance data on the state and local indicators included in the California School Dashboard and other
relevant local data and to identify effective, evidence-based programs or practices that address any areas of weakness.

2. Working collaboratively with the charter school to secure assistance from an academic, programmatic, or fiscal expert or
team of experts to identify and implement effective programs and practices that are designed to improve performance



in any areas of weakness identified by the charter school. Another service provider, including, but not limited to, a
school district, COE, or charter school, may be solicited to act as a partner to the charter school in need of technical
assistance.

3. Obtaining from the charter school timely documentation demonstrating that it has completed the activities described in
Items #1 and 2 or substantially similar activities, or has selected another service provider to work with the charter
school to complete the activities described in Items #1 and 2 or substantially similar activities, and ongoing
communication with the County Board to assess the charter school's progress in improving student outcomes.

In addition, if, in three out of four consecutive school years, a charter school fails to improve outcomes for three or more
numerically significant student subgroups, or for all of the student subgroups if the school has fewer than three subgroups, in
regard to one or more state or school priorities identified in the charter, the County Superintendent may request assistance
from the California Collaborative for Educational Excellence. (Education Code 47607.3, 52072)

In accordance with law, the County Board may deny a charter school's renewal petition or may revoke a charter based on the
charter school's poor performance, especially with regard to inadequate academic achievement of all numerically significant
subgroups of students served by the charter school. (Education Code 47607, 47607.2)

Complaints

To enable any person alleging the school's noncompliance with Education Code 47606.5 or 47607.3 to file a complaint, each
charter school shall establish policies and procedures in accordance with the uniform complaint procedures specified in 5 CCR
4600-4670. (Education Code 52075)

A complaint may be filed anonymously if the complaint provides evidence or information leading to evidence to support an
allegation of noncompliance. A complainant who is not satisfied with the decision of the charter school resulting from the
uniform complaint procedures may appeal the decision to the SPI. (Education Code 52075)

If the charter school finds merit in the complaint or the SPI finds merit in an appeal, the charter school shall provide a remedy
to all affected students and parents/guardians. (Education Code 52075)

School Closure

In the event that the County Board revokes or denies renewal of a charter or the school ceases operation for any reason, the
County Board's charter school representative shall, in accordance with the charter and/or any applicable MOU, provide
assistance to facilitate the transfer of the charter school's former students and to finalize financial reporting and close-out.

The County Board shall provide notification to the California Department of Education, within 10 calendar days of denying
renewal of or revoking the charter, or if the charter school will cease operation for any reason.

Such notification shall include, but not be limited to, a description of the circumstances of the closure, the effective date of the
closure, and the location of student and personnel records. (Education Code 47604.32; 5 CCR 11962.1)

If a charter is not renewed or revoked, the school closure procedures specified in the charter petition as required by law and
included in County Board Policy 0420.4, Authorization of County Schools, shall be implemented. (Education Code 47605; 5 CCR
11962)
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The County Board expects any charter school it authorizes to provide a sound educational program that promotes student
learning and to carry out its operations in a manner that complies with law and the terms of its charter.

The County Board may immediately revoke a charter when it determines, in writing, that a charter school has committed a
violation under Education Code 47607 that constitutes a severe and imminent threat to the health or safety of students as
defined in 5 CCR 11965. In such a case, the County Board shall approve and deliver to the charter school's governing body and
the California Department of Education (CDE) a Notice of Revocation by Determination of a Severe and Imminent Threat to
Pupil Health or Safety, which shall include the location of the facility and a description of the emergency or urgent conditions
that resulted in the violation. (Education Code 47607; 5 CCR 11968.5.3)

In addition, the County Board may use the procedures described below to revoke a charter if it makes a written factual finding
supported by substantial evidence that the charter school has done any of the following: (Education Code 47607)

1. Committed a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, or procedures set forth in the charter

2. Failed to meet or pursue any of the student outcomes identified in the charter

3. Failed to meet generally accepted accounting principles or engaged in fiscal mismanagement

4. Violated any law

The County Board shall also consider revoking the charter of any charter school for which the California Collaborative for
Educational Excellence (CCEE) has provided advice and assistance pursuant to Education Code 47607.3 if CCEE has issued either
of the following findings: (Education Code 47607.3)

1. That the charter school has failed or is unable to implement the recommendations of CCEE

2. That the inadequate performance of the charter school, as based on California School Dashboard, is so persistent or
acute as to require revocation of the charter



In determining whether to revoke a charter, the County Board shall consider increases in student academic achievement for all
numerically significant groups of students served by the charter school, as defined in Education Code 52052. (Education Code
47607.3)

Revocation Procedures

If the County Board is considering a revocation of a charter school when a severe and imminent threat to the health or safety to
students does not exist, it shall first take action to approve and deliver a Notice of Violation to the charter school's governing
body. The Notice of Violation shall identify: (Education Code 47607; 5 CCR 11965, 11968.5.2)

1. The charter school's alleged violation(s) supporting the proposed revocation.

2. All evidence relied upon by the County Board in determining that the charter school committed the alleged violation(s),
including the date and duration of the alleged violation(s). The Notice shall show that each alleged violation is both
material and uncured and that it occurred within a reasonable period of time before the Notice of Violation is issued.

3. The period of time that the County Board has concluded is a reasonable period of time to provide the charter school
with the opportunity to remedy or refute the identified violation(s). In identifying this time period, the County Board
shall consider the amount of time reasonably necessary to remedy each identified violation, which may include the
charter school's estimation as to the anticipated remediation time.

At least 72 hours prior to any meeting at which the County Board will consider issuing a Notice of Violation, the County Board
shall provide the charter school with notice and all relevant documents related to the proposed revocation. (5 CCR 11968.5.2)

By the end of the remedy period identified in the Notice of Violation, the charter school's governing body may submit to the
County Board a detailed written response and supporting evidence addressing each identified violation, including, as
applicable, a refutation, remedial action taken, or proposed remedial action. (5 CCR 11968.5.2)

After the conclusion of the remedy period specified in the Notice of Violation, the County Board shall evaluate any response
and supporting evidence provided by the charter school's governing body and shall take one of the following actions: (5 CCR
11968.5.2)
1. Discontinue revocation of the charter and provide timely written notice of such action to the charter school's governing
body

2. Continue revocation of the charter, by issuing a Notice of Intent to Revoke to the charter school's governing body within
60 calendar days of the conclusion of the remedy period, but only if there is substantial evidence that the charter school
has failed to remedy a violation identified in the Notice of Violation or to refute a violation to the County Board's
satisfaction. All evidence relied upon by the County Board for its decision to continue with revocation shall be included
in the Notice of Intent to Revoke.

If the County Board issues a Notice of Intent to Revoke, it shall hold a public hearing on the issue of whether evidence exists to
revoke the charter no later than 30 days after providing the notice. Within 30 calendar days after the public hearing, or within
60 calendar days if extended by written mutual agreement of the County Board and the charter school, the County Board shall
issue a final decision on the revocation of the charter. A final decision to revoke the charter shall include in writing the factual
findings, supported by substantial evidence made by the Board. (Education Code 47607; 5 CCR 11968.5.2)

If the County Board fails to meet the timelines specified above for issuing a Notice of Intent to Revoke or a final decision, the
revocation process shall be deemed terminated. (5 CCR 11968.5.2)

Within 10 calendar days of the final decision, the County Board shall provide a copy of the decision to CDE. (Education Code



47604.32; 5 CCR 11968.5.2)

Appeals

If the County Board revokes a charter, the charter school may appeal the revocation to the State Board of Education within 30

days of the County Board's final decision. However, a revocation based upon the findings made by CCEE pursuant to Education
Code 47607.3 may not be appealed. (Education Code 47607, 47607.3; 5 CCR 11968.5.3-11968.5.5)

School Closure

If a charter school ceases operation due to revocation, the County Board and/or the charter school shall implement the school
closure procedures specified in the charter in accordance with Education Code 47605 and 5 CCR 11962, and with County Board
Policy 0420.4, Authorization of County Charter Schools. (Education Code 47603.32)
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The County Board of Education shall consider any appeal of a decision made by the governing board of a school district within
the County Board's jurisdiction to deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school, deny the renewal of a charter, or
revoke a charter that was originally authorized by the district, provided that the request for the appeal meets the requirements
described below. (Education Code 47605, 47607; 5 CCR 11967)

The County Board may request that the County Superintendent perform a review of the petition on behalf of the County Board
and report any findings to the County Board at a public meeting.

Appeal of District Denial of Charter Authorization or Renewal

If the governing board of a school district denies a petition for the establishment or renewal of a charter school, the petitioners
may submit an appeal to the County Board within 30 calendar days of the denial. Any petition submitted to the County Board
after this time frame shall be considered denied with no further options for administrative appeal. (Education Code 47605)

A petition to the County Board to establish or renew a charter school that has been denied by a school district governing board
shall include: (Education Code 47605; 5 CCR 11966.5, 11967)

1. A complete copy of the charter petition as denied, including, but not limited to, the signatures required by Education
Code 47605 and the identification of the proposed site(s) where the charter school will operate

2. Evidence of the school district governing board's action to deny the petition, such as meeting minutes

3. Any written factual findings from the school district governing board setting forth specific facts to support the grounds
for denial

4. A signed certification stating that the petitioner(s) will comply with all applicable law

5. A description of any changes to the petition necessary to reflect the County Board as the chartering entity



If the petition submitted on appeal contains new or different material terms, the County Board shall immediately remand the
petition to the governing board of the school district for reconsideration. If the governing board of the school district denies a
petition after reconsideration, the petitioner may elect to resubmit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the
County Board. (Education Code 47605)

Within 60 days of the receipt of the petition, the County Board shall hold a public hearing to review documentation and obtain
public input. A petition is deemed received on the day the petitioner submits a petition to the county office of education, along
with a signed certification that the petitioner deems the petition to be complete. (Education Code 47605)

In considering the charter petition on appeal, the County Board shall consider the petition “de novo” and is not limited to a
review based solely on the reasons for denial stated by school district. The County Board shall review and approve or deny a
petition based on the criteria specified in Education Code 47605. (Education Code 47605, 47607, 47607.2; 5 CCR 11967) A
description of the specified criteria is included in BP 0420.4, Authorization of County Charter Schools.

When considering a petition for renewal, the County Board shall also consider the charter school's past performance on
academics, finances, and operations, along with any future plans for improvement, in evaluating the school's likelihood of
future success. (5 CCR 11966.5)

Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the County Board shall either grant or deny the charter within 90 days
of receipt of the petition, or within 120 days if the petitioner and County Board agree to the extension. (Education Code 47605)

A charter school authorized by the County Board on appeal shall be subject to the same requirements concerning geographic
location to which it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the school district to which it originally submitted
its petition. (Education Code 47605, 47605.1)

A charter school authorized by the County Board on an appeal shall operate under the provisions of its charter, relevant policies
and regulations adopted by the County Board, any memorandum of understanding (MOU) between the County Board and the
charter school, and applicable state and federal laws. The County Board may approve one or more MOUs with the charter
school to clarify the financial and operational arrangements, such as the delivery of special education services and how and
when the charter school will establish governing bylaws, policies, and procedures or implement additional requirements that
the County Board considers necessary for the sound operation of a charter school. Any such MOU may be amended as
necessary.

Any charter petition appealed to and denied by the County Board may be submitted to the State Board of Education (SBE)
within 30 days of the denial. Upon request by the petitioner, the County Board shall prepare a documentary record, including
transcripts of the public hearing at which the petition was denied, no later than 10 business days of the request. Within 30 days
of receipt of the appeal submitted to SBE, the County Board may submit a written opposition and supporting documentation or
evidence that was considered by the County Board in reviewing and denying the petition. (Education Code 47605)

Appeal of District Charter School Revocations

If a school district governing board revokes the charter of school it authorized, the charter school may appeal the revocation by
delivering a written Notice of Appeal to the County Board within 30 days the district's final decision. (Education Code 47607; 5
CCR 11968.5.4)

The Notice of Appeal shall include all of the following: (5 CCR 11968.5.4)

1. A copy of the district's Notice of Violation, Notice of Intent to Revoke, and the Final Decision, unless the school district
did not provide them to the charter school as required pursuant to 5 CCR 11968.5.2



2. Evidence of the final vote of the school district governing board, if available

3. All evidence relied upon by the school district in determining whether substantial evidence existed that the charter
school failed to remedy one or more violations identified in the Notice(s) of Violation

4. All evidence and correspondence submitted by the charter school's governing body in response to the school district's
Notice of Violation and Notice of Intent to Revoke

5. Minutes of any public meeting at which the school district governing board considered or made its decision to revoke
the charter, if available

6. A written statement from the charter school explaining why it does not believe that the school district's factual findings
are supported by substantial evidence

7. Identification of any procedural omissions or errors the charter school alleges to have occurred in the revocation
process
The County Board shall consider the following when determining whether school district's factual findings are supported by
substantial evidence: (5 CCR 11968.5.4)
1. Whether the district provided the charter school a Notice of Violation and a reasonable opportunity to remedy the
identified violation(s)

2. If the charter school submitted a response to the Notice of Violation, whether the charter school complied with the
procedures set forth for that response

3. Whether the district provided the charter school a Notice of Intent to Revoke, a public hearing, and Final Decision

4. Whether the school district provided the charter school a Notice of Revocation by Determination of a Severe and
Imminent Threat to Pupil Health or Safety, if applicable

5. Whether an alleged procedural deficiency negatively impacted the charter school's ability to refute or remedy the
alleged violation(s) or the school district's ability to comply with its procedural obligations or authorizing duties

The County Board may reverse the district's decision if it determines the district's findings are not supported by substantial
evidence. If the district's decision is reversed on appeal, the district shall continue to be regarded as the chartering authority.
The school district may appeal the reversal to SBE. (Education Code 47607)

The County Board shall provide the California Department of Education and the school district a copy of its written decision
within 10 calendar days of its action. (5 CCR 11968.5.4)

If the County Board does not issue a decision within 90 days of receiving the Notice of Appeal, or if the County Board upholds
the district's decision to revoke the charter, the charter school may appeal to SBE. (Education Code 47607)




Policy Reference Disclaimer:
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or authority for the board to
enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for those interested in the subject matter of the policy.

Federal Description

20 USC 7223-7225 Charter schools

34 CFR 200.1-200.79 Accountability

Management Resources Description

Attorney General Opinion 80 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 52 (1997)

Attorney General Opinion 78 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 297 (1995)

CSBA Publication Charter Schools: A Guide for Governance Teams, 2016
Website Education Commission of the States

Website U.S. Department of Education

Website National School Boards Association

Website CSBA

Website California Department of Education

State Description

5 CCR 11960-11969.10 Charter schools

Ed. Code 220 Prohibition of discrimination

Ed. Code 33054 Waivers

Ed. Code 47600-47616.7 Charter Schools Act of 1992

Ed. Code 60600-606489 Assessment of academic achievement

Ed. Code 60605 Academic content and performance standards; assessments
Ed. Code 60640-60649 California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
Gov. Code 3540-3549.3 Educational Employment Relations Act

Gov. Code 54950-54963 The Ralph M. Brown Act

Cross References

Code Description

0420.4 Authorization Of County Charter Schools
0420.42 Renewal Of County Charter Schools
0420.43 Revocation Of County Charter Schools
9320 Meetings And Notices

9322 Agenda/Meeting Materials
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http://www.ecs.org/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.nsba.org/
http://www.csba.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=2.&title=5.&part=1.&chapter=9.&article=
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=gWlTo5dB8pSUovNtwNT5yg==
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Ha2PqTOZsluscUWaN6Gy7A==
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=1gplusSYLgqXgG5T9ZwI0KELA==
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YkPehtR2MplusgIXeXqsO5plusUA==
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=k5stE6W0EsSJTCcDe0Xf8w==
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