
   
 

 

2351 Sunset Blvd., Ste 170, #859 
Rocklin, CA 95765 

https://calauthorizers.org/ 916-244-3520 

 

 

April 21, 2025 

The Honorable Anamarie Ávila Farías 
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 6140 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: AB 1493 – Verified Data for Charter Renewals  
 
Dear Assemblymember Ávila-Farías: 

On behalf of the California Charter Authorizing Professionals (CCAP), I am writing to 
express our support for the continued consideration of State Board of Education-approved 
“verified data” in charter school renewal decisions until the full implementation of the 
state’s impending student growth model. CCAP also has some recommendations to 
improve the e^ective utilization of verified data.  

CCAP is a nonprofit membership association dedicated to supporting school districts and 
county o^ices of education through high quality authorization and oversight of California’s 
charter schools. One of CCAP’s roles is to provide guidance regarding the e^icacy of policy 
proposals drawing based on the deep expertise and broad experience of our sta^, board of 
directors, and members among the 330 school districts and county o^ices of education 
that authorize charter schools in California. The purpose of this letter is not to take a formal 
position on AB 1493 but to o^er our perspective regarding the value of verified data.  

CCAP recognizes and supports the important role the California School Dashboard has as 
a data source for charter school renewals. However, the Dashboard has important 
limitations in informing high-stakes authorizing decisions based on student academic 
performance, including: 

1. Limited data for high schools (only at 11th grade); 
2. No data for grades TK through grade 3;  
3. Limited validity for small schools and/or subgroup populations; and  
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4. The lack of growth data critical to evaluating a school’s ability to help address 
achievement gaps. 

Robust student performance data are critically needed by school districts or county o^ices 
of education in order to make a valid, reliable, and transparent high-stakes decisions 
including renewals and nonrenewals. CCAP further believes that the continued review and 
approval of verified data sources by the State Board of Education is important in that it 
provides assurance for authorizers about use of these sources. 

CCAP also would like to o^er some additional recommendations to improve the e^ective 
use of verified data: 

1. Proper use of each verified data academic progress indicator requires specific and 
sophisticated knowledge of that assessment. Few single authorizing agencies will 
have expertise in the use of all 23 verified data academic progress indicators. 
Worse, the authorizer may not even know what verified data source(s) a charter 
school intends to submit to the authorizer until a renewal petition is submitted. 
CCAP recommends that charter schools be required at a minimum, without 
precluding authorizers from establishing further expectations in a memorandum of 
understanding with the school, a) to notify their authorizer of the verified data 
source(s) they intend to submit as part of their renewal petition, no later than 90 
days prior to submission, b) to meet with the authorizer upon request to discuss the 
verified data sources, methodology, and format of the reports to be submitted, and 
c) to provide the authorizer upon request with the assessment data in the form 
provided by the verified data provider to the charter school.  

2. Anecdotal information indicates that only a small number of the 23 verified data 
academic progress indicators are being utilized by the large majority of charter 
schools that use verified data. CCAP recommends that the State Board be asked to 
analyze the utilization of verified data academic progress indicators by charter 
schools. If this analysis identifies the most commonly used verified data sources, 
we recommend the SBE consider: a) providing additional professional development 
support on the proper use of these verified data sources, similar to the that currently 
being provided by CCAP; and b) requiring a charter school considering use of a 
verified data academic progress indicator currently with low or no utilization to 
consult with its authorizer prior to that indicator’s adoption by the school. 
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We would be happy to discuss these recommendations and related issues if that would be 
helpful. I can be reached at tom.hutton@calauthorizers.org or 916-550-3684. We 
appreciate your leadership in addressing these important issues.  

Sincerely yours, 

 
 

 
Tom Hutton 
Executive Director  

 


